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Threats to the Centrality and Supremacy of Christ  
Pastor Brian Greenleaf 
	
[image: ]

Colossians 2:16-23

Big Idea: I do not need anything more than Jesus. If I have Him, I am complete.
	      Jesus + Nothing = Everything 

Legalism (16-17)

Legalism: the religion of human achievement

Judgement: based on facts

Judgmentalism: based on assumptions or feelings  

Mysticism (18-19)

Mysticism (hyper-religion, hyper-spiritualism): looks for reality in subjective experience

Testing the Spirit of God: 3 questions to ask:
1. Did Jesus teach it?
2. Did the early church practice it?
3. Do the epistles support it?

If it’s new, it’s not true. If it’s true, it’s not new.

Asceticism (20-23)

Asceticism: promotes self-denial, the deliberate refusal to have material comforts as a 
means of spirituality – similar to legalism: enforcing extrabiblical rules to impress God

The answer to legalism: the grace of Christ 
The answer to mysticism: completeness in Christ 
The answer to asceticism: I have died with Christ, I have risen with Christ, and I can walk in the newness of life in Christ 
Sermon Talks 

1. Read Colossians 2:16-23 as you prepare to work through the sermon talks.

2. Reread the “Big Idea” from today’s message. Why do some people believe they need to add to the centrality and supremacy of Jesus? 

3. What are some examples of performance-based religion? How have some of these examples moved into the evangelical church of today?

4. Read Galatians 1:6-9. What was Paul’s warning to the churches in Galatia? Based on these verses, what would his warning be to the church today? 

5. Understanding the Biblical difference between judgement and judgmentalism can be beneficial in how we define others and how they define us. Are you letting others define you? If so, how? How can you counteract what others say about you with what Christ says about you?

6. In verse 17, Paul uses the analogy of a shadow versus the substance. How does understanding Jesus as the “substance” change the way you view religious rituals and rules?

7. What does “holding fast to the Head (Jesus)” look like in your daily routine?

8. Read Matthew 7:15-20. What is Jesus’ warning for us? Have you witnessed this? 

9. How can you balance the desire for a disciplined, holy life without falling into the trap of legalism and asceticism that Paul warns against?  

10. Is there an area in your life where you are relying more on your own willpower and strict rules rather than relying on the grace and power of Jesus? 

11. Allow the Holy Spirit to guide you in a time of prayer. What is one specific area of your life where you need to apply the “fullness of Christ” this week? 
image1.png
Colossians





image2.png




